October 11, 2007

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING – MINUTES

On Thursday, October 11th, 2007 Council of the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin held a special meeting.

PRESENT:  


Council:
Councillor Joe Florent

Staff:
Clerk, Harold Luckasavitch



Councillor Dave Harper

Deputy Clerk, Geraldeen Dubreuil



Councillor Sid James


Works Superintendent/CBO, Gerald Dunn
 



Councillor Randy Jessup

 



Councillor Robert Ogilvie



Councillor Richard Shalla

Regrets:
Mayor Percy Bresnahan

GUESTS PRESENT:  Michael & Nancy McCormack; Robert Craftchick; five (5) students from 

  Brock University.
Councillor Ogilvie chaired the meeting in the absence of Mayor Bresnahan.

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-483

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin calls to order the Special Council Meeting of October 11th, 2007 @ 7:00 p.m. regarding an overview of establishing an Official Plan for the Township of South Algonquin.”

-Carried-

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:

Councillor James declared a conflict of interest, excused himself from the Council table and took a seat in the audience.
Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-484

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adopts the agenda as prepared and circulated for the meeting of October 11th, 2007.

-Carried-

GUEST:  Chris Fullerton, Assistant Professor – Department of Geography – Brock University attended this meeting, along with five (5) Brock University students, to review his proposal for the preparation and completion of the Official Plan for South Algonquin.  Professor Fullerton briefly reviewed each phase of the project and advised Council that his estimated completion date could be sooner than expected due to his ability to obtain five (5) students instead of  three (3) to work on this project.  The starting point for this project would be to complete a “Community Profile” through the collection of hard data from six/seven different government agencies and public discussions/workshops.  Professor Fullerton anticipated that the first public discussion/workshop would be held in January/February 2008.
GUEST:  Laurie Brownlee, Planner – North-eastern Municipal Services Office – Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing attended this meeting to review the process of preparing an Official Plan as per the guidelines established in the Planning Act.  Ms. Brownlee provided copies of Excerpts from the Planning Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter P.13 Part III Official Plans which covered topics such as:  contents of an official plan; prescribed process; approvals; adoption; consultation and public meetings; etc.
During the above mentioned presentations the Council and guests present were given sufficient opportunities to ask questions and have their concerns addressed with respect to the development and adoption of an Official Plan for South Algonquin.

Comments/recommendations resulting from questions and discussions:

· Circulate information to the other government agencies as soon as possible to obtain input, comments and concerns.

· Obtain copies of neighbouring municipalities policies to be consistent when developing policies for South Algonquin.
· Once the “Community Profile” or “Strategic Plan” is completed for South Algonquin it should be forwarded to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing (MMAH) to be utilized as a reference guide for reviewing “Applications for Consent” for South Algonquin until the approval/adoption of an “Official Plan”.

· Once the Official Plan has been completed and adopted the Council could draft a letter to the Minister and request that the approval process be turned over to the Council or a designated committee.

· Contact individuals who may be considering development plans or who may have submitted an “Application for Consent” that was denied and invite them to participate in the public discussions/workshops.
· Keep the public and other parties who have a vested interest in the community/surrounding area informed as to the process involved and what to expect in the future and encourage individuals to participate in the public discussions/workshops.

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-485

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adjourns the Special Meeting of October 11th, 2007 at 7:55 p.m.”

-Carried-

______________________________________

______________________________

(Mayor – Percy Bresnahan)



        
(Clerk– Harold Luckasavitch)
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