November 2, 2006

COUNCIL MEETING – MINUTES

On Thursday, November 2nd, 2006, Council of the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin held their regular meeting for the month.  Councillors present – Gerry Belisle; Dorothy Boldt; Percy Bresnahan; Joan Hovinga; Randy Jessup; Richard Shalla with Mayor Jim Etmanski presiding.

TOWNSHIP STAFF PRESENT:

Harold Luckasavitch, Clerk-Treasurer; Geraldeen Dubreuil, Deputy Clerk; Gerald Dunn, Works Superintendent/Chief Building Official

Moved by:  G. Belisle


Seconded by:  P. Bresnahan

Res. #06-259
“To call to order the regular meeting of November 2nd, 2006 at 6:06 pm.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Hovinga


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #06-260

“To adopt the agenda as circulated for the meeting of November 2nd, 2006.”

-Carried-

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:  none at this time

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  D. Boldt

Res. #06-261

“To adopt the minutes of the October 19th, 2006 meeting as circulated and amended.”

-Carried-

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

· Councillor Jessup requested to know if advertisements had been posted for the position(s) of Rink Attendant for the 2006/07 season.  Clerk Harold Luckasavitch advised that notices were posted throughout the two communities and deadline for submission is December 1st, 2006.

· Councillor Bresnahan requested to know if By-law #06-262 (Dog By-law) is posted on the Township Web Site.  Deputy Clerk Geraldeen Dubreuil advised that this had been completed.

· Councillor Shalla had some concerns regarding the information that was provided in the “Public Notice” referring to By-law #06-262 (Dog By-law).  Deputy Clerk Geraldeen Dubreuil advised that all of the information provided in the notice was the same as stated in By-law #06-262.
ROADS/WASTE MANAGEMENT/BUILDING CODE REPORT: Gerry Dunn, Works Superintendent/Chief Building Official presented Council with a written report:

· Notices regarding parking and plowing of snow onto roadways - to be placed on notice boards and mailed to residents serviced by the local post offices.
· Make arrangements to have all works department vehicles oiled as soon as possible.

Moved by:  G. Belisle


Seconded by:  P. Bresnahan

Res. #06-262

“To authorize Bills for payment as recorded and circulated for the meeting of November 2nd, 2006.”

-Carried-

Council requested that the Clerk contact Howard Drew and ask him to submit a breakdown for Invoice #616340 (additional costs & labour) for Madawaska Outdoor Skating Rink Project prior to payment being approved.

Councillor R. Jessup and Works Superintendent G. Dunn to inspect the Madawaska Outdoor Rink Project and prepare a report for Council’s review prior to final payment being approved.

TAX SALE REPORT:  Harold Luckasavitch, Clerk Treasurer presented Council with a verbal report:

· Tax Sale Tender Opening held on Friday, October 27th, 2006 at 3:05 pm in the presence of Councillor Percy Bresnahan, Clerk Harold Luckasavitch, Deputy Clerk Geraldeen Dubreuil and several individual who had submitted bids.
· Township started out with three (3) properties listed for sale but the owner of the property located in Airy Ward paid all outstanding fees and the property was removed from the list.

· Received eleven (11) bids for the property located in Lyell Ward and the successful bid was in the amount of $8,000.00.

· Received five (5) bids for the property located in Murchison Ward and the successful bid was in the amount of $25,070.00.

· All paperwork has been forwarded to the Township’s solicitor for completion.

Councillor Shalla recommended that the Township draft a letter to the successful bidder of the property in Lyell Ward documenting the events that took place regarding this particular piece of property on this particular day and that a copy of this letter is forwarded to the Township’s solicitor.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councillor Bresnahan:  COMMUNITY POLICING ADVISORY COMMITTEE (CPAC)
· Proceeding ahead to have Madawaska designated as a “Community Safe Zone” for the purpose of reducing excessive speeding, prevent injuries and possibly deaths.  Community Group to prepare a plan for submission to the Council for the Township of South Algonquin.  Once the plan receives Council’s approval it would then be forwarded to the Killaloe O.P.P. Detachment for approval.

Councillor Bresnahan:  FIRE
· Fire Chief Brian August submitted an hourly claim form for a C-101 Training Course that he and two other fire fighters had attended.  The claim was for sixteen (16) hrs each (8 hrs preliminary and 8 hrs training).  Council approved the total to be paid at the regular hourly rate for training.  Fire Chief Aurel Thom to also be compensated in this same manner for attending this same training course.
Councillor Jessup:  MURCHISON & LYELL RECREATION
· Requested to know when the final report would be completed on the Madawaska Outdoor Rink Project.  Propose to upgrade the electrical if there were any leftover funds.  Clerk Harold Luckasavitch advised that the report was almost complete other than the outstanding invoice from the Works Department.
Councillor Boldt:  WHITNEY RECREATION
· Committee scheduled Sunday, December 3rd as the date for the Santa Claus Parade and requested a donation from Council for this event.  Also requested that Councillor Bresnahan inform the OPP at the next CPAC meeting.
· Tree of Lights ceremony scheduled for Friday, November 24th, 2006.
· Next Recreation Meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 20th, 2006.

· Requested that any funds from the Recreation Budget designated for capital expenditures that were not going to be spent by year end be put into reserve and carried over to 2007.
Moved by:  P. Bresnahan


Seconded by:  J. Hovinga

Res. #06-263

“To donate $300.00 to the Whitney Recreation Committee towards the Santa Claus Parade and $100.00 towards the Murchison & Lyell Recreation Committee for the Children’s X-mas Party.”

-Carried-

Councillor Hovinga:  LIBRARY
· New shelving was received at the Whitney Public Library and Board members requested that possibly the Works Department could remove the old wooden shelving.

Councillor Shalla:  MUNICIPAL FACILITIES & MAINTENANCE
· Suggestions and/or recommendations to improve the process for municipal projects being completed by contractors:  1) learn from past experiences; 2) appoint an administrator for these projects; 3) hold a site meeting to answer any questions involving the project and to also obtain a better end or finished product; 4) make sure that the individual who was in charge of drafting the tender and/or plans is involved in the site meeting.

Councillor Belisle:  DISTRICT OF NIPISSING SOCIAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

BOARD (DNSSAB)

· Chief Administrative Officer Bill White and Manager of Emergency Medical Services Jean-Guy Belzile from DNSSAB met with Ministry of Health and Long Term Services senior officials in Toronto today to discuss ambulance services for South Algonquin.  
· Without being specific at this time, DNSSAB was advised by the ministry that they would be receiving enhanced EMS funding for 2007.  
· DNSSAB staff will prepare a service and funding model for ambulance service in South Algonquin for inclusion in the 2007 DNSSAB Budget.

Councillor Belisle:  DESIGNATION OF DICKENS WARD SCHOOL TAXES
· As approved by Council, Councillor Belisle met with Russ Holmberg of the Murchison & Lyell District School Authority to review the Education Act and Regulation 72/06 which allocates Dickens trust account-education taxes to be directed to Renfrew County.

· Following careful review of the operative sections of the Education Act, it was concluded that ministry officials had improperly interpreted the relevant sections 240(1); 240(2); 240(3); 240(4) and 240(5) and that Dickens Ward education taxes and students properly belong to the Murchison & Lyell District School Authority Board and not the Renfrew County District School Board.
· Recommendation that this matter be reviewed immediately with Jim Leonard, Education Officer in Ottawa Regional Office.

· Failing favourable consideration by the Deputy Minister regarding the Township’s letter dated September 22nd, 2006 and a negative decision by the Education Officer, Russ Holmberg will ask for a legal challenge considering the significance and repercussions of the Ministry’s decision.
Moved by:  P. Bresnahan


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #06-264

“WHEREAS the gap between the transfers from the province and the cost of social programs is growing and is now estimated by the Association of Municipalities at over $3 Billion; and  WHEREAS delays in balancing the cost of delivering services with the ability to pay are resulting in delayed maintenance of infrastructure, reduced municipal services and property tax increases across the province; and    THEREFORE BE IT resolved that in the opinion of the Council of the Township of South Algonquin that the provincial government’s currently proposed Provincial-Municipal Fiscal and Service Delivery Review (which will not be completed until February 2008, after the next provincial election) is needlessly drawn out and that a full review to balance the delivery of service with the ability to pay should be completed much more expediently, in order to avoid hitting taxpayers with unsustainable property tax hikes or significant reductions in service.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  G. Belisle


Seconded by:  D. Boldt

Res. #06-265

“To endorse the resolution from the City of Port Colborne objecting to any further downloading of costs for MPAC to the local taxpayer and herby urges the Provincial government to take immediate action and fix the flaws of the property assessment system.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Hovinga


Seconded by:  P. Bresnahan

Res. #06-266

“To endorse the resolution from Canadian Union of Postal Workers to petition Lawrence Cannon the Minister Responsible for Canada Post to request the federal government:  1)  Change the financial and policy framework it uses to set targets for Canada Post so that the corporation does not have to provide commercial profits and dividends.  2) Instruct Canada Post to act like a public service, not a commercial enterprise, by using more of its profits on public postal services, including maintaining and expanding home mail delivery in rural and urban areas.”
-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  P. Bresnahan

Res. #06-267

“To petition Ed Clark, CEO and President of T.D. Bank Financial Group to reconsider his decision to authorize the closing of the T.D. Bank in Whitney on May 11, 2007, after being open for more than 35 years, also that he request an independent investigation on why the Branch in Whitney is not self sustainable as it is located in a high tourist area, in a large commercial community, and that a copy of the report be made available to the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin and the public.  And further that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to MP Cheryl Gallant and MPP John Yakabuski.”

-Carried-

Council directed the Clerk to forward the report prepared by Jp2g Consultants Inc. regarding “Post-Closure Monitoring Costs” for Airy Landfill Site to the Township’s solicitor for information in preparing a letter to the Ministry of Natural Resources.
Moved by:  G. Belisle


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #06-268
“To move into a closed session of Council to discuss property and/or personnel matters at 9:03 pm.”
-Carried-

Moved by:  P. Bresnahan


Seconded by:  J. Etmanski

Res. #06-269

“To adjourn the closed session of Council at 10:12 pm.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  G. Belisle

Res. #06-270

“To extend the meeting of November 2nd, 2006 past 10 o’clock at the call of the Chair.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  G. Belisle


Seconded by:  J. Etmanski

Res. #06-271

“To accept the recommendations of the Administration Committee for a budgeted wage increase for the Medical Centre Receptionist’s hourly rate: effective January 1, 2006 – 5% increase; effective January 1, 2007 – 5% increase; and such rates to be reflected in new definition term service contract.  Further that the R.N. rate be increased similarly on a casual basis.”-Carried-
Being the last meeting scheduled for this Council and not foreseeing another meeting prior to the inaugural meeting of the new Council each member took the opportunity to make a few closing remarks:  congratulate incumbents; wish those the best of luck in their campaign; thank staff for all their assistance over the years; brief review of accomplishments during their time in office and say good by to those who chose not to seek re-election.
Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  D. Boldt

Res. 06-272

“To adjourn the meeting of November 2nd, 2006 at 10:30 pm.”

-Carried-
______________________________________

______________________________

(Mayor – Jim Etmanski)



        (Clerk– Harold Luckasavitch)

