January 17, 2008

COUNCIL MEETING - MINUTES
On Thursday, January 17, 2008 Council of the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin held their regular meeting for the month.

Present:
Council:
Mayor Percy Bresnahan 
Staff:
Clerk, Harold Luckasavitch


Councillor Joe Florent


Deputy Clerk, Geraldeen Dubreuil



Councillor Dave Harper

Works Superintendent/CBO, Gerald Dunn




Councillor Sid James





Councillor Randy Jessup



Councillor Robert Ogilvie



Councillor Richard Shalla

Guests Present:  Brenda Robertson; Linda Lynch; Alexander Nicholas; Roger Powell (reporter)

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  S. James

Res. #08-9

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin calls to order the Regular Council Meeting of January 17th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.”

-Carried-

ADDITIONS/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:

· Add Bills for Payment as item #11 (a)

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-10

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adopts the agenda as prepared and circulated for the meeting of January 17th, 2008 and to add 11 (a) Bill for Payment.”

-Carried-

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:  None at this time.

GUESTS PRESENT:  Brad Steinberg, Park Biologist Algonquin Provincial Park and Suzy Shalla, A/Stewardship Coordinator Bancroft Area Stewardship Council were present at this meeting to discuss the proposed multi use trail re-alignment along the Upper Madawaska River Provincial Park and to address Council’s concerns with respect to this matter.  The purpose of this project is to re-route 1 ½ km of the multi use trail to protect a provincial species found along the rail bed (trail).  The original intent was to keep this trail re-alignment within the Upper Madawaska River Provincial Park but in utilizing the existing logging roads this would not be accomplished. The new trail will be 16 to 22 feet wide, be driveable by 4X4 vehicles and no recreational opportunities will be taken away, in fact this trail will create a more attractive/scenic area.  This project requires new aggregate to be hauled in, the purchase and installation of a bridge, and the posting of signage advising of the species at risk. The old trail will be decommissioned at both entrances by ditching and utilizing the material to construct a berm to prevent access to that area and all work is proposed to be completed before the winter of 2009.  During this discussion Council was given the opportunity to ask questions and express their concerns regarding this proposal.
Councillor Shalla expressed concern regarding the issue of litter in these scenic areas and that it should be part of the mandate for this project to keep these areas clean and free of litter.

Ms. Shalla, A/Stewardship Coordinator advised that the Bancroft Area Stewardship Council would be initiating the 2008 Stewardship Program and this type of work would qualify under that program but an application would be required.  All required information with respect to an application under the 2008 Stewardship Program will be forwarded to the municipal office for Council’s consideration.
Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-11

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adopts the minutes of Special Meeting of December 13th and the Regular Meeting of December 20th, 2007 as circulated and amended.”

-Carried-

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

· Councillor Shalla – status of resolution #07-590, hiring an employee to maintain the outdoor rink in Whitney.
· Councillor Ogilvie informed Council that there was still time to submit their comments or concerns to Professor Chris Fullerton regarding the Official Plan documents/reports (questionnaire, community profile, and preliminary issues report).
· Councillor Harper – confirmed that there were no changes required to the 2008 MNR Forest Fire Agreement.
· Councillor Florent – brought to Council’s attention the matter of an individual who may have had or left a video camera operating during the December 20th, 2007 meeting of Council.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS:

· Mayor Bresnahan – requested Councillor Ogilvie to investigate and reschedule the meeting with the Local Health Integrated Networks (LHINs) for Northeastern Ontario regarding the Township of South Algonquin’s designation/contribution to a Home for the Aged.
· Councillor James – suggested or recommended that Council review the minutes of the December 13th, 2007 Open Forum Meeting and prepare a response to all questions and have it posted on the Township website.  It was the decision of Council that this matter be deferred for discussion at a future date.
· Appointment of a Hiring Committee to review applications received for the position of Entry Level Office Assistant – meeting scheduled for Monday, January 21, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. to review applications.
Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-12

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin authorize the hiring of Bart Lynch to build and maintain the ice surface of the outdoor rink and also to hire Debbie Duquette to supervise during the hours the rink is open to the public.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  S. James

Res. #08-13

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin appoints the following to the Hiring Committee for the Office Assistant:  Councillor Jessup, Councillor Harper and Councillor Shalla.”

-Carried-

ROADS/WASTE MANAGEMENT/BUILDING CODE REPORT:  Gerry Dunn, Works Superintendent/Chief Building Official presented Council with a written and verbal report which outlined the following: 
· updated Council regarding the incident with the township snowplow/sander combination unit and the Major Lake Road Bridge and the possible repair/replacement cost of the said unit; 
· memos distributed to all Works Department employees regarding proper procedures regarding sanding/plowing operations; 
· proposed submission of an application under the Municipal Infrastructure Investment Initiative (MIII) Program for the rehabilitation/upgrades to Post Street in Whitney (Airy Ward) - by-law to be prepared for the February 7th, 2008 meeting of Council; 
· proposed Logging Agreement including Council’s recommended changes/amendments - to be deferred to the Roads Committee Meeting for further discussion; 
· possible replacement of 1995 Ford (Truck #1) and 1998 Dodge 4X4 (Truck #2) - to be included in the 2008 budgetary discussion/consideration; 
· schedule date & time for a Roads/Waste Management Committee Meeting and possible information to be discussed at said meeting - meeting set for Monday, January 28th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Lester B. Smith Community Centre; 
· request received from the Killaloe/Whitney O.P.P. Detachment to have the Township erect “Crime Stopper” signs throughout the Township of South Algonquin.
Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #08-14

“Whereas the Government of Ontario has made funding available under the Municipal Infrastructure Investment Initiative (MIII).  Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of South Algonquin authorizes staff, with assistance from G.D. Jewell Engineering, to prepare and submit an application for the reconstruction and upgrading of Post Street from Highway 60 to Hall Street and Medical Centre Road area.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #08-15

“Whereas it has been determined to be a necessity for the Township of South Algonquin to have two (2) combination snowplow/sander units to provide adequate winter maintenance for residents.  Be it resolved that the Council of the Township of South Algonquin authorizes the Works Superintendent to proceed with the purchase of one (1) 2008 International 7600 with Viking-Cives plow equipment and sanding unit at a cost of $188,823.00 including all applicable taxes and with consideration of the GST rebate and the Zurich Insurance settlement the cost to be borne by the municipality will be $45,000.00 and this amount to be included in 2008 budget.”
-Carried-
Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #08-16

“Whereas the repair costs for Truck #5 – 2000 International Tandem Plow/Sander have been estimated at $136,000.00 and Zurich Insurance has verbally informed the Works Superintendent that the municipality has the option of proceeding with the repairs to Truck #5 to the stated amount or accepting payment of $136,000.00 to be directed towards the purchase of a new unit.  Be it resolved that the settlement of $136,000.00 be accepted and directed to the purchase of a new unit.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #08-17

“Whereas it has been determined that the 2000 International Tandem Plow/Sander will not be repaired and that Zurich Insurance has verbally informed the Works Superintendent that the said unit is still the property of the Township of South Algonquin.  Be it resolved that pending an adequate financial offer being made by Winslow-Gerolamy Motors or others that the Works Superintendent be authorized to have the unit delivered to Madawaska Patrol Yard.”

-Carried-

BY-LAW:

First Reading:  Moved by: R. Shalla
      Seconded by: R. Ogilvie
             Sess. #08-18

Second Reading:  Moved by: S. James
      Seconded by: D. Harper

 Sess. #08-19
Third Reading:  Moved by: R. Jessup
      Seconded by: J. Florent
 
 Sess. #08-20
 “A By-law to authorize the Township to enter into an agreement for Fire Protection with the M.N.R. for a period of five years and to authorize the Clerk to sign on behalf of the Township, as reported by the Committee of the Whole be read a first, second and a third time, passed and numbered 08-294 and that the said by-law be signed by the Mayor and clerk, sealed with the seal of the Corporation, and be entered in the By-law Book.”
-Carried-
Meeting adjourned for a five (5) minute break at 8:30 p.m.

Meeting reconvened after five (5) minutes.

Decision of Council to schedule a meeting for Tuesday, February 12th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Lester B. Smith Community Centre to review the minutes of the December 13th, 2007 Open Forum Meeting and to review/discuss all options available for the Municipal Office in Madawaska.

Councillor Florent chose to defer his proposed motion, that he had made Council aware of during “Notice of Motions” at the December 20th, 2007 meeting of Council, until after the February 12th, 2008 Special Meeting of Council.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councillor Jessup verbally reported that the minutes of the Murchison & Lyell Recreation Committee were included in Council’s correspondence for information and that the Community Policing Advisory Committee (CPAC) would like all municipalities to inform the OPP of any upcoming events.
Councillor Harper verbally advised that no meetings had taken place and that there was nothing to report with respect to the Public Library or the Fire Department at this time, but he did want to make Council aware that Joe Florent had recently resigned from the Madawaska Volunteer Fire Department and took a moment to thank Mr. Florent for his many years of service.  An official thank you letter for years of service would be prepared and forwarded to Mr. Florent at a later date.
Councillor Ogilvie provided Council with a verbal and written report with respect to the newly elected Chair and Vice-Chair for the District of Nipissing Social Services Administration Board for 2008 and a list of all Task Force Membership.

Councillor Jessup requested that a Human Resources Committee Meeting be scheduled to discuss “appreciation night”.  The meeting would include Council as a whole and was scheduled for Wednesday, February 13th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. at the Lester B. Smith Community Centre.

CORRESPONDENCE:

· Resolutions to be presented during “Motions of Council” for the following Correspondence Action Items: #1 – 2008 Municipal Insurance Policy Renewal; #4 – replacement of hydro poles within the Township of South Algonquin; and #6 – Northeastern Fire Education Conference. 

· Correspondence received from P. Crawford, Aylen Lake dated December 14, 2007 to be deferred for discussion at the February 12th, 2008 Special Meeting of Council.

· Correspondence received from G.D. Jewell Engineering Inc. and Infrastructure Ontario dated December 21, 2007 to be deferred for discussion at the Roads/Waste Management Committee Meeting scheduled for January 28th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.
Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #08-21

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin hereby authorizes the Clerk to renew the Municipal Insurance Program with Jardine Lloyd Thompson Insurance Services.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #08-22

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin endorses the resolution from the Regional Municipality of Durham, dated December 12, 2007 to revamp the criteria for Employment Insurance, as outlined in their resolution.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #08-23

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin endorses the resolution from the City of Waterloo, dated December 17th, 2007 to petition the Province of Ontario to exempt all Ontario municipalities from paying P.S.T. with the understanding that the savings realized be mandated to fund existing infrastructure renewal in local municipalities.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #08-24

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin endorses the resolution from the City of Waterloo, dated December 17th, 2007 petitioning the Federal and Provincial Governments to re-examine how municipalities are funded in regards to infrastructure and to work together with a view to providing long term and sustainable infrastructure funding programs to assist municipalities.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-25

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin authorize one member from each Fire Department to attend the Northeastern Fire Education Training Conference 2008.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-26

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin appoint Gordon Bresnahan to the South Algonquin Fire Department.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #08-27

“Whereas there is a need for Council to establish suitable accommodations for Municipal Offices and Council Chambers at minimal impact to the ratepayers of South Algonquin; and Whereas there are two (2) possibilities, the Lester B. Smith Building and the former Township Offices (Resource Centre).  Therefore be it resolved that a small committee be delegated to report back to Council, not later than February 12th, 2008, as to the suitability of each and estimated costs to modify said structures for our purposes.”

-Defeated-

Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-28

“The Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin authorizes Aurel Thom to attend the Hotel Fire Safety Requirements Information Session in Arnprior, February 26, 2008.”

-Carried-

NOTICE OF MOTION:

Councillor James provided Council with the following written notice of motion:  
“This is to advise you gentlemen, of my intention to bring a resolution before Council at the next scheduled meeting of the Council for the Township of South Algonquin.  The nature of the resolution will be to bring a change in the number of regular meetings of Council and the hours of those meetings.  I will propose that we return to the one meeting per month format and that the hours of said meeting are to be from 7:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. with adjournment extendable as in the past.”
Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #08-29

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin authorize the bills for payment as recorded for the meeting of January 17, 2008.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #08-30

“Whereas D-Star Events have given us notice of their intention to hold a weekend event in July on the farm of Jim Bush, therefore the Council for the Township of South Algonquin endorses this event.”     -Carried-
Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #08-31
“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adjourns the Regular Meeting of January 17th, 2008 at 9:40 p.m.”

-Carried-

______________________________________

______________________________

(Mayor – Percy Bresnahan)



        
(Clerk– Harold Luckasavitch)
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