December 6, 2007

COUNCIL MEETING – MINUTES

On Thursday, December 6th, 2007 Council of the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin held their first regular meeting for the month.

Present:  


Council:
Mayor Percy Bresnahan
Staff:
Clerk, Harold Luckasavitch



Councillor Joe Florent


Deputy Clerk, Geraldeen Dubreuil



Councillor Dave Harper

Works Superintendent/CBO, Gerald Dunn



Councillor Sid James




Councillor Randy Jessup





Councillor Robert Ogilvie



Councillor Richard Shalla

Guests Present:  Theresa Henry; Lois Kukhta; Wendy Robertson; Terry Dubreuil; 

     Hazel Switzer; Norma Gutoskie; Linda Lynch; Brenda Robertson; 
     Tyrus Henry.
Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-569

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin calls to order the Regular Council Meeting of December 6, 2007 at 7:00 p.m.”

-Carried-

ADDITIONS/AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA:

· Move Item #6 – John Hildebrandt presentation to Item #5.

· Move Item #5 – Alexander Nicholas to Item #6.

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-570

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adopts the agenda as prepared and circulated for the meeting of December 6, 2007 and amended.”

-Carried-
DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:  None at this time.

GUESTS:  Dan Babcock, Stephan Desdunes, and Daniel Brassard of SkyPower Corporation were present at this meeting to do a presentation for Council on the Madawaska Wind Park.  Paper copies of the Madawaska Wind Park Municipal Council Presentation were distributed to all members of Council for review and reference.  The purpose of this presentation was to inform/update the Council for the Township of South Algonquin as to the progress of this project, to answer any questions that Council may have and to advise of future steps, such as the site; environmental studies; consulting with the public and community benefits.  During this presentation members of Council were given the opportunity to ask questions and express their concerns regarding this project and the future steps.  At the conclusion of the presentation SkyPower requested the support of the Council for the Township of South Algonquin on this project.
GUESTS:  John Hildebrandt and Craig Kelly of the Township of Madawaska Valley were present at this meeting to do a power point presentation for Council on the Zurakowski Park Project.  Paper copies of the Zurakowski Park Project proposal were distributed to all members of Council for review and reference.  The purpose of this presentation was to provide the Council of the Township of South Algonquin with an overview of this proposal, such as local attraction; tourist attraction; new business opportunities; and other enhanced opportunities.  During this presentation members of Council were given the opportunity to ask questions and express their concerns regarding this proposal.  At the conclusion of the presentation Mr. Hildebrandt requested the support of the Council for the Township of South Algonquin on this project.
GUEST:  Alexander Nicholas was present at this meeting to address Council with respect to the process/procedure used by individual Councillors regarding their written responses to correspondence and the proper procedure required under the Municipal Act.  Mr. Nicholas also expressed many concerns regarding the proposed repairs to the Municipal Office in Madawaska and that all options/alternatives should be taken into consideration prior to a decision being made.
Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-571

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adopts the minutes of the Regular Meeting of November 15th and the Special Meeting of November 26th, 2007.”

-Carried-

BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES:

Councillor James advised that the Whitney Recreation would be using LED lights on the Tree of Light this year as a means of saving energy as stated in the Council Meeting Minutes of November 15th, 2007.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Councillor Jessup requested to know if the Township had received any applications for the Rink Attendants or Janitorial Services - Applications received by the Township to be reviewed and discussed later in the meeting.
Mayor Bresnahan requested to know if the Township had received any written documentation/agreement for the Family Health Team addition to the Medical Centre.  General Council discussion/debate with respect to this issue.
Meeting adjourned for a five (5) minute break.

Meeting reconvened after five (5) minutes.

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  R. Ogilvie

Res. #07-572

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin directs the Clerk to draft a letter to the Ministry of Health to obtain in writing confirmation of discussions between the Ministry of Health, the Administrator for the Family Health Team and the Township of South Algonquin regarding the construction of the addition to the Whitney Medical Centre and any associated costs.”

-Carried-

UNFINISHED BUSINESS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS:
Establish a format for the open forum meeting scheduled for Thursday, December13th, 2007.  General Council discussion/debate with respect to this issue.  
Decision of Council:  
(    to obtain input from the general public

· no questions to be answered

· possibly schedule another meeting for mid-February when more information is available and confirmed.
MOTIONS OF COUNCIL:
Moved by:  D. Harper


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-573

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin accepts Dave Peacock’s application to become a member of the South Algonquin Volunteer Fire Department.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-574

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin supports in principle the efforts of Madawaska Valley Township to develop the Zurakowski Park Project and also provide a meeting area for their planning team if required during the process when meeting with businesses within the Township of South Algonquin.”
-Carried-

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-575

“Whereas during a recent research project a member of Council has encountered several occasions wherein verbal reports have been presented to Council which subsequently are not included in the minutes, hence providing no records that can be fallen back upon for reference purposes.  Therefore be it resolved that the office staff purchase a digital recording device and the associated software to transcribe the spoken work to text so that records may be established of oral reports.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-576

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin authorizes the Works Superintendent/CBO to attend the Large Buildings 2003 Course to be held at Loyalist College – Bancroft from December 10 – 14 at a cost of $333.80 plus meal expenses.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-577

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin rescinds Resolution #07-540 authorizing the Works Superintendent/CBO to attend the Resource Conservation – All Buildings 2006 – Part 12 Course at Parry Sound.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  D. Harper

Res. #07-578

“To endorse the proposal presented by Skypower regarding the Madawaska Wind Park Project.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  R. Ogilvie

Res. #07-579

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin authorizes the payment of all Bills as recorded and presented for the meeting of December 6, 2007.”

-Carried-

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councillor James presented Council with a verbal and written report with respect to the Whitney Recreation Committee which addressed the following:
· insufficient numbers were in attendance on November 19th to hold a meeting but an informal discussion was held regarding the following:  light or lights in the playground area for evening use; installation of a gazebo type structure, with the approval of Council, near the playground area for sitting and shade (fund raised dollars to be utilized); purchase of LED lights for the “Tree of Lights”.
· indication from a local gentleman that he was willing to start making ice in Whitney but was not interested in the position of rink attendant.

Moved by:  S. James



Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-580

“To authorize Bart Lynch as a Volunteer to assist in the process of building ice at the Whitney Rink.”

-Carried-

Councillor Ogilvie presented Council with a verbal update with respect to the Official Plan for the Township of South Algonquin.
· Arrangements/plans had be made for Tyler Collins the Intern hired by Professor Chris Fullerton to work on the Official Plan for the Township of South Algonquin to tour South Algonquin on Tuesday, December 11th to better familiarize himself with the area and to deliver copies of the planning issues report for Council’s review. Any Councillors wishing to meet with Tyler or assist with the tour of South Algonquin was more than welcome.

ROADS/WASTE MANAGEMENT/BUILDING CODE REPORT:  Gerry Dunn, Works Superintendent/Chief Building Official presented Council with a written report outlining the following:  Ministry of Labour-inspection; Health & Safety Policy-update; Logging Contractors Agreement; Spectacle Lake Road-winter maintenance; Official Plan-request for information; Township tents-repairs; Madawaska Library-septic system; Building Code Course-training.

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-581

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adjourns the Regular Meeting of December 6, 2007 at 10:00 p.m.”

-Carried-
______________________________________

______________________________

(Mayor – Percy Bresnahan)



        
(Clerk– Harold Luckasavitch)
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