August 9, 2007

SPECIAL COUNCIL MEETING – MINUTES

On Thursday, August 9th, 2007 Council of the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin held a Special Council Meeting. Councillors present:  Joe Florent; Dave Harper; Randy Jessup; Robert Ogilvie; Richard Shalla and Mayor Percy Bresnahan with Councillor Sid James presiding.

TOWNSHIP STAFF PRESENT:

Harold Luckasavitch – Clerk Treasurer; Geraldeen Dubreuil – Deputy Clerk; 

Gerald Dunn – Works Superintendent/CBO.

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  P. Bresnahan

Res. #07-375

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin calls to order the Special Council Meeting of August 9, 2007 @ 7:00 p.m.”

-Carried-

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-376

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adopts the agenda as prepared and circulated for the meeting of August 9th, 2007.”

-Carried-

DISCLOSURE OF PECUNIARY INTEREST:  None at this time.

Opening remarks from the Chair of Finance, Councillor Sid James.
Councillor James briefly recapped the status of the proposed tax rate from the July 30th Special Meeting to ensure that everyone understood and was in agreement to that point in time.  Comments were also made to clear up any confusion with respect to the loss of revenue from the Algonquin Park Waste and its effect on this year’s budget and that the reason for this gathering was to review all of the revisions to date and most importantly to arrive at a determination with respect to the building additions and renovations.
Discussion of current proposed tax rate:

Each Councillor was given the opportunity to express their opinions and concerns with respect to the budget estimates submitted by each department and the proposed tax increase.  All members of Council were in total agreement to increase contributions to reserves which would increase the Township’s chances to obtain government grants; maintain the current level of existing services and initiate plans for 911/civic addressing.  There were some conflicting opinions and reservations with regards to the spending of tax dollars on the proposed official plan for the Township of South Algonquin; stockpiling a reserve of ‘A’ gravel in the westerly part of the Township and the inclusion of other proposed expenditures for the year 2007. 
Consideration of further possible reductions:

All members of Council and township staff present at this meeting were asked for their thoughts and ideas to reduce the current proposed expenditures but before reductions could be considered other proposed expenditures and/or adjustments needed to be included.
Chair, Sid James called for a ten minute recess.

Moved by:  R. Shalla



Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-377

“That Council budget to include labour & materials to complete the washrooms in the Lester B. Smith Building based on costs provided therefore an additional $6,500.00 will be allocated for a total of $12,000.00.”

-Carried-
Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Jessup

Res. #07-378

“To return the $5,225.00 fundraised dollars to the Recreation Committee and have that money allocated to make improvements or repairs to lighting system and other repairs as required at the Madawaska Outdoor Rink and to reduce the amount going into general reserves by the same amount.”

-Carried-
· move $21,777 from line item #4-0970 Public Works Budget to line item #3-0970 Municipal Office Budget 
· increase line item #6-0940 Recreation Budget by $6,500 for the completion of the washrooms at the Lester Smith Building
· increase line item #6-0940 Recreation Budget by $5,225 and reduce line item #3-0970 Municipal Office Budget by $5,225 for the improvement/repairs to lighting system and other repairs at the Madawaska Outdoor Rink
· move $1,000 from line item #465-2513 Garbage Disposal Budget to line item #44-0600 Municipal Facilities / Maintenance Budget for repairs to the township tents

· move $500 from the Public Works Budget to line item #44-0600 Municipal Facilities / Maintenance Budget for repairs to the boiler shed at the M&L Community Hall

· increase line item #2-0400 Municipal Office Budget by $2,800
· increase line item #3-0860 Municipal Office Budget by $257

Moved by:  R. Jessup


Seconded by:  J. Florent

Res. #07-379

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin wishes to extend the meeting of August 9th, 2007 beyond 10:00 p.m. at the call of the Chair.”

-Carried-

Discussion of construction financing options and the possible effect on the proposed budget:

· After a lengthy discussion/debate Council was in agreement to finance/borrow the full amount of funding for the construction of the addition to the Whitney Medical Centre for the Family Health Team with loan payments being paid out of the Medical Centre General Operating Account.
· A lengthy discussion/debate took place with respect to the financing/borrowing of funds for the repairs to the Municipal Office in Madawaska after which the following resolutions were presented.
Councillor Florent requested a recorded vote on the following resolution.

Moved by:  R. Ogilvie


Seconded by:  P. Bresnahan

Res. #07-380

“That Council authorizes the Clerk to borrow $24,000 at the time of borrowing funds to repair the Municipal Office or within the calendar year (2007).”

Councillor Ogilvie – Yes
Mayor Bresnahan – Yes
Councillor Harper – No

Councillor Shalla – No
Councillor Florent – No
Councillor Jessup – Yes

Councillor James - No

-Defeated-

Councillor Jessup requested a recorded vote on the following resolution.

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  P. Bresnahan

Res. #07-381

“That Council authorizes the Clerk to borrow $12,000 at the time of borrowing funds to repair the Municipal Office or within the calendar year (2007).

Councillor Ogilvie – Yes
Mayor Bresnahan – Yes
Councillor Harper – No

Councillor Shalla – No
Councillor Florent – Yes
Councillor Jessup – Yes

-Carried-

Moved by:  J. Florent


Seconded by:  R. Shalla

Res. #07-382

“That Council for the Corporation of the Township of South Algonquin adjourns the special meeting of August 9th, 2007 at 11:02 p.m.”

-Carried-
______________________________________

______________________________

(Mayor – Percy Bresnahan)



        
(Clerk– Harold Luckasavitch)
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